
Code of Ethics for Court Visitors

1. Promoting public confidence in the judiciary.  A court visitor should act at all times in
a manner that promotes public confidence in the independence, integrity, and impartiality
of the judiciary and shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety.

2. Competency and diligence.  A court visitor shall competently and diligently perform all
duties and shall cooperate with all court officials in the performance of those duties.

3. Disqualification.  A court visitor shall disqualify himself or herself from any case in
which the court visitor’s impartiality might reasonably be questioned, including cases
involving family members, friends, professional associates, and those in which the court
visitor has more than a de minimis interest in the outcome of the proceeding.

4. Demeanor.  A court visitor shall be patient, dignified, and courteous to those with whom
the court visitor deals in an official capacity.

5. Bias and prejudice.  A court visitor shall perform the duties of office without bias or
prejudice.  

6. Confidentiality.  A court visitor shall not disclose or use any information acquired in the
performance of the court visitor’s duties for any purpose unrelated to those duties.

7. Ex parte communications.  A court visitor shall not initiate, permit, or consider
communications about their cases except those communications necessary to perform the
court visitor’s duties.

8. Social hospitality.  A court visitor shall not accept any gifts, loans, bequests, benefits, or
other things of value from any person directly or indirectly involved in the court visitor’s
cases.  

9. Advice.  A court visitor shall not provide advice, legal or otherwise, to individuals in the
court visitor’s cases.  

10. External influences.  A court visitor shall not permit family, social, political, financial,
or other interests or relationships to influence the court visitor’s conduct or judgment.  
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