What is Juvenile Court?

What are Juvenile Courts like?

Established in 1905, Utah’s Juvenile Court serves
many purposes. The court has jurisdiction over juveniles under the age of 18 who have committed an
offense. The court also has jurisdiction over
ungovernable youth if social services and the
schools have failed—despite persistent efforts—to
correct the youth’s problem. The court protects the
community, orders appropriate sanctions for delinquent juveniles, and directs their rehabilitation. The
court also handles matters involving abused, neglected, or dependent children.

Juvenile Courts are different in some ways from
adult courts. Attempts are made to protect the juvenile’s privacy, so many of the hearings are closed to
the public. Generally, only the juveniles and their
parents are present at the hearing. At least one legal
guardian must attend, unless the child is a ward of
the state. The intake officer also attends. Juvenile
Court hearings are less formal than trials held in
adult courts. Juveniles do not have the right to a jury
trial, nor can they post bail in order to get out of
detention, unless they are from out of the state.

CHILDREN WHO VIOLATE THE LAW
How do cases reach Juvenile Court?
Alleged offenses are generally first reported to the
Juvenile Court by the police. At the court, cases are
assigned to an intake officer who meets with both
the juvenile and his or her parents to determine
what action is necessary. If the juvenile denies the
charge, the intake officer will set a time for a hearing
with a judge.
If the juvenile admits to the charge, the intake officer
has two options, depending on a number of factors
including the severity of the offense, the family situation, and the juvenile’s age and past record. The
officer may set a time for the juvenile and the parents to have a court hearing with a judge or the officer may develop a non-judicial contract that outlines how the juvenile will be held accountable for
the offense that was committed. If the contract is fulfilled, the juvenile’s case will not go to court.

Utah’s
Juvenile
Courts

Juvenile Courts are similar to adult courts in that the
courts are required to meet constitutional requirements of due process. Juveniles must be notified of
all the charges against them and must be given the
chance to call and cross-examine witnesses. They
have the right to an attorney and the right against
self-incrimination.

What are the most common types of
offenses committed by juveniles?
The most commonly committed offenses by juveniles in Utah are shoplifting, possession of alcohol,
theft, burglary, possession of marijuana, destruction
of property, possession of tobacco, trespassing, violation of curfew, and assault.
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What kinds of dispositions do
juveniles receive?

What happens to a juvenile’s record?

How does the court become involved
in child victim cases?

What can the juvenile court
do if abuse has occurred?
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Generally, only the juvenile, the parents, and the
The disposition that a juvenile receives depends on
many factors such as the type of offense that has
been committed as well as the juvenile’s past
record. Restitution, fines, and community service are
the most common penalties; sometimes dispositions
are a combination of the three. In 2002, the Juvenile
Victim Restitution Program returned more than
$1,137,000 to the victims of juvenile crime. Also in
2002, youth completed more than 787,800 hours of
community service and received more than
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Can a juvenile be tried
in an adult court?
A juvenile can be tried as an adult in the
following conditions:
1. Any 16 or 17-year-old juvenile accused of
murder is automatically tried in an adult court.
2. Any 16 or 17-year-old juvenile who has previ
ously been sentenced to a secure facility and is
then charged with another felony is automatically
tried in adult court.
3. Any 16 or 17-year-old juvenile charged with
one of 10 designated felonies against a person is
charged as an adult in Juvenile Court. The juve
nile is then remanded to adult court unless the
juvenile convinces the Juvenile Court judge that
there are compelling reasons to keep the case in
Juvenile Court.
4. Any juvenile 14 or older charged with a
felony can be transferred to adult court if the
prosecutor convinces the juvenile judge that it is
in the state’s best interest to hear the matter in
adult court.
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CHILDREN WHO ARE VICTIMS
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What constitutes abuse, neglect,
or dependency?
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of such injury. A neglected child is one who has
been abandoned, mistreated, or abused by a parent,
guardian, or custodian or who is at risk of such
harm. A dependent child is one who is homeless or
without proper care through no fault of the parent
or guardian.

